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ABSTRACT 

A study was undertaken at California^ College of the 
Desert to determine the persistence rates of new students who entered 
the college in fall 1991 and fall 1992. Course enrollment was tracked 
for these students through fall 1996, with outcomes examined by 
student gender, ethnicity, and age; student enrollment in credit or 
non-credit courses; student enrollment in 12 or more units, from 6 to 
11.99 units, or 5.99 or fewer units. Highlighted findings include the 
following: (1) credit students persisted at a significantly higher 
rate than non-credit students, with 42% reenrolling the subsequent 
fall semester and 25% reenrolling the second subsequent fall 
semester; (2) for noncredit students, only 12% reenrolled the 
subsequent fall and 7% the second subsequent fall; (3) the number of 
units carried, as opposed to gender, age, or ethnicity, was the 
principal predictor of credit student persistence; (4) 67% of the new 
credit students who enrolled in 12 units or more persisted to the 
subsequent fall semester, compared to 46% of those carrying 6 to 11.9 
units and 27% of those carrying 5.9 or fewer units; and (5) the 
highest persistence rate of all groups was that for Hispanic students 
carrying 12 or more units, with 73% persisting to the subsequent fall 
semester and 42% re-enrolled the second fall. Detailed data tables 
are included. (HAA) 
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Foreword 



What percentage of new students persist from semester to semester? Do different cohorts of 
new students persist at different rates? What factor is the principle predictor of student 
persistence? 

The following report tracks the persistence of new students who entered Fall 1991 and Fall 
1992. Data is taken from the Desert Community College District’s MIS data tapes, which are 
submitted to the Chancellor’s Office at the finish of each semester. A cohort of Fall 1991 or 
Fall 1992 new students is separated out and then compared with the MIS enrollment tapes of 
subsequent semesters: what percentage of the original cohort are enrolled during the 
subsequent semester? Students who drop out a semester and then return are included in the 
persistence count. Palm Desert and Copper Mountain students are not tabulated separately, 
since they are not separate in the MIS tapes. 

The following cohorts of new students are followed through subsequent fall semesters: 



new students male 


6-1 1.99 units male 


new students female 


6-1 1.99 units female 


new students white 


6-1 1.99 units white 


new students hispanic 


6-1 1.99 units hispanic 


new students other ethnicity 


6-1 1.99 units other ethnicity 


all credit male 


0-5.99 units male 


all credit female 


0-5.99 units female 


all credit white 


0-5.99 units white 


all credit hispanic 


0-5.99 units hispanic 


all credit other ethnicity 


0-5.99 units other ethnicity 


12 units or more male 


all non-credit male 


12 units or more female 


all non-credit female 


12 units or more white 


all non-credit white 


12 units or more hispanic 


all non-credit hispanic 


12 units or more other ethnicity 


all non-credit other ethnicity 



Credit students persist at a significantly higher rate than non-credit students. Of 100 new 
credit students, approximately 42 will reenroll the following fall, and approximately 25 will 
enroll for a class during the second subsequent fall. Non-credit students persist at a 
significantly lower rate: of 100 entering new students approximately 12 will be enrolled the 
subsequent fall and only 7 the second subsequent fall. 

New credit students with a larger load persist at a higher rate: of 100 new students carrying a 
full load, approximately 67 will persist to the subsequent fall, and by the second fall semester 
38 students will reenroll. When new credit students carry 6-1 1.9 units, 46 reenroll the 
subsequent fall. And when new credit students carry 0-5.9 units, only 27 reenroll the 
subsequent fall. Load carried — and not gender, age or ethnicity — is the principle predictor 
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of student persistence: the higher the load of new credit students, the higher the persistence 
rate. 

The highest persistence rate of all the cohorts was that of Hispanic students who carried a full 
load: of 100 new Hispanic students 73 persisted to the subsequent fall, and 42 reenrolled the 
second fall. However, all categories of full load students persisted at almost equally high 
rates. 

This report was produced using SPSS statistical software and then formatted as Excel 
spreadsheets. Questions concerning this report should be addressed to the Research Office, 
extension 257. 




Matthew Breindel 
Research Office 
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FALL 1991 



CHARACTERISTICS: NEW 
STUDENTS 



• All Credit Students 12 Units or more 

• All Credit Students 6-1 1.9 Units 

• All Credit Students under 6 Units 

• All Credit Students 

• All Non-Credit Students 

• All New Students 



CHARACTERISTICS 
NEW STUDENTS ONLY, FALL 1991 
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FALL 1991 



PERSISTENCE: NEW STUDENTS 



• All Credit Students 

• All Credit Students 12 Units or more 

• All Credit Students 6-1 1.9 Units 

• All Credit Students under 6 Units 

• All Non-Credit Students 

• All New Students 



PERSISTENCE 

NEW STUDENTS ONLY, FALL 1991 
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All Credit Students <6 Units, New 





mmwM 


wmmi 










773 


100%| 


189 24% 


104 1 3%| 


74 


10% 


63 


8% 







401 


. 100% 


73 


18% 


36 


9% 


23 


6% 


26 


6% 




372 


100% 


116 


31% 


68 


18% 


51 


14% 


37 


10% 







444 


100% 


116 


26% 


63 


14% 


37 


8% 


32 


7% 




174 


100% 


45 


26% 


25 


14% 


23 


13% 


22 


13% 


;X::: 


78 


100% 


14 


18% 


11 


14% 


10 


13% 


5 


6% 



All Non-Credit Students, New 



mmmmmms 








'MM-m 




s| 1934 


100% 


200 10% 


109 


6% 


84 4% 


67 3% 





1426 


100% 


104 


7% 


59 


4% 


44 


3% 


44 


3% 


J^ale : 


508 


100% 


96 


19% 


50 


10% 


40 


8% 


23 


5% 





797 


100% 


42 


5% 


20 


3% 


12 


2% 


17 


2% 




630 


100% 


127 


20% 


69 


11% 


56 


9% 


41 


7% 




314 


100% 


20 


6% 


11 


4% 


10 


3% 


7 


2% 



All Students, New 





mrnmmwmm. 






0®li:93:; 






Wmm 






3600 100% 


872 24% 


467 13% 


337 9% 


242 7% 





2243 


100% 


391 


17% 


206 


9% 


137 


6% 


112 


5% 


Female;::; 


1357 


100% 


481 


35% 


261 


19% 


200 


15% 


130 


10% 



mmmmm 


1730 


100% 


426 


25% 


212 


12% 


144 


8% 


99 


6% 




1078 


100% 


327 


30% 


184 


17% 


141 


13% 


106 


10% 




472 


100% 


72 


15% 


45 


10% 


32 


7% 


24 


5% 




Page 5 




New Students entering Fall 1991 
Persistence after Two Years (Fall 1993) 
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Persistence: Credit & NonCredit 
F91 New Students 




Persistence: Male & Female 
F91 New Credit Students 
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FALL 1992 



CHARACTERISTICS: NEW 
STUDENTS 



• All Credit Students 12 Units or more 

• All Credit Students 6-1 1.9 Units 

• All Credit Students under 6 Units 

• All Credit Students 

• All Non-Credit Students 

• All New Students 



CHARACTERISTICS 
NEW STUDENTS ONLY, FALL 1992 
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FALL 1992 



PERSISTENCE: NEW STUDENTS 



• All Credit Students 

• All Credit Students 12 Units or more 

• All Credit Students 6-1 1.9 Units 

• All Credit Students under 6 Units 

• All Non-Credit Students 

• All New Students 
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PERSISTENCE 

NEW STUDENTS ONLY, FALL 1992 
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All Credit Students <6 Units, New 
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